VSFA Valley
Voyager <Al

January 2006

Vol. 1 No. 7

Voyager Satellite




Table of Contents

Future TV — Viewers Control All 8
Stuff from Ye Editor — Ruth R. Davidson

State of the Union
VSFA Monthly Meetings

3
3
Sunday Social 4
Farscape Flies Again 4
VSFA Calendar of Events 5
Mindy’s Musings 6
Profile of a Positive Futurist 6
How to Join Positivefuturist.com 6
Cancer Deaths Eliminated by 2015 7

Yakkin’ yo (Letters of Comment)
Credits, General Info, etc..

Secret Fan Exchange Results 9
VSFA.NET Updates Etc. 9
Christmas Party 9
Life in Yuba City 9
10
2

President:
Rebecca Hardin
hardin673@aol.com

Vice President
Sandra Bean
Bbob_29@yahoo.com

Treasurer:
Terry Wilsey
AAnswerTravel@hotmail.com

Secretary:
Mindy Hutchings

VSFA Board of Directors (aka the People who “Make T

hings Happen”)

lady.shayir@gmail.com

Member-at-Large:
Manager of the Party House
James Willey
horgon.vsfa@gmail.com

Member-at-Large:
Internet Publications
Ruth R. Davidson
ruthiechan@xarph.net
(for website issues only)
rcmailgroups@gmail.com
(for V3 submissions and inquiries)

VSFA Valley Voyager Vol. 1. No. 7
The official organ of the Vegas Science Fiction Association

This issue was completed on January 30, 2006.
Edited by Ruth R. Davidson — Internet Publications.
Send your submissions to rcmailgroups@gmail.com.

All Letters of Comment (LoCs), and other submissions are
to be sent to the official editor at the above address
(rcmailgroups@gmail.com) with V3 in the subject line.

Do NOT send submissions to the listserv!

Submission Deadline for the next issue is Feb. 12, 2006.
V3 is published monthly.

All opinions herein are those of the writers and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the VSFA Board of
Directors or other VSFA members except where so
noted.

All copyrighted © materials are used with permissio n of
the author and/or artist and revert back automatica  lly.

©2006 Vegas Science Fiction Association
We're on the web at: www.vsfa.net
To subscribe to our listserv send an email to:
VegasSFAssociation-subscribe @yahoogroups.com

ARTIists :
David Heath Jr.; 5
Copyright 2004 Jim Gray
(All art by Heath are owned by Jim Gray)
All else is clip art or public domain images,
unless otherwise noted.

Not sure what to send?
Art work is always needed and Letters of Com-
ment (LoC’s) are always appreciated. Articles
and other science fiction and fantasy material
are also welcome. If you are unsure if something
is acceptable please ask me about it.

V3 submissions go to rcmailgroups@gmail.com.
All content is subject to approval by the editor.
That's a disclaimer, just in case | need it. . .

Please send only copies of your work,
whether it is art or text.

If you've never submitted an article to any zine,
and aren’t comfortable with writing an article per
se, you can always write about something in an
LoC and the editor can do a bit of editing to turn
it into an article. More than one article started
out that way. Just let me know.




Where does the time go? It seems like it was
just yesterday that | was writing about the Halloween
party. The holidays flew by and | find that we're actu-
ally not only in a new year, but near the end of the first
month. | must have been abducted by aliens, because
| seem to be losing track of time. Or maybe I've just
been too lazy to pay attention, although that would be
totally unlike me, so it must be the alien thing.

VSFA was kind of quiet in November, Decem-
ber and January. We had our monthly socials, a cou-
ple of movies and the regular first Friday and second
Sunday media gathering at James Willey's house.
And of course the United Fandom Christmas party
hosted by Kathryn and James Daugherty.

The November Sunday Social was preceded
by a joint SNAFFU / VSFA movie outing to see “Harry
Potter and the Goblet of Fire”. Those who attended
the movie joined us at the Blue Ox, immediately after.
It was our best turn-out since changing location and |
think everyone had a great time talking about the
movie and more.

Everyone pretty much did their own thing for
Thanksgiving — no club activities for that occasion.
We tried the movie before the social thing again in De-
cember with “King Kong”, without success. Only two
people attended the movie and they didn’t connect at
the theater. Oh well, maybe next time. The social was
fun, even though only a handful of people showed up.
| hadn't really expected a lot of people a week before
Christmas. It would be great if more people attended
the socials, since we have this great new place and
the people there are really nice. However, we always
manage to have a good time when we get together,

For some of you, it may feel like it's been ages
since we've had a meeting. The first Monday in De-
cember was the last one; not that long ago, but it sure
feels like forever!

Now, there was a meet up in January, but that
was not an “official” meeting since it was a holiday.
The library was closed so we had to choose some-
where else so we gathered at

whether there’s twenty of us or just two. (Actually,
we've never had as few as two people at the social — |
think the lowest number was five, but you get my drift.)
The Christmas party at the Daugherty’s was outstand-
ing. They were wonderful hosts and their house is just
beautiful. The food was excellent and, of course, the
Alien Auction was a lot of fun. Thank you Kathryn and
James.

We had our last business meeting at the li-
brary in December. We lost that venue because we're
no longer seeking non-profit status. The library
charges a fee if you're not non-profit, so we were basi-
cally homeless.

January got off to a slow start. In lieu of a
business meeting, we opted for a casual late lunch/
early dinner at Claimjumpers. There was nothing else
planned for the month, other than the movie/TV stuff
at James’ house until the Sunday Social. Again we
had a small but enjoyable gathering.

That kind of brings us up to date. We're hop-
ing to get back on track now that things have settled
down a bit. We have topic planned for the February
Sunday Social — “Sex, Love and Romance in Science
Fiction and Fantasy”. The topic is in honor of Valen-
tine’s Day. Mindy has found us a new meeting place,
which we’ll be trying on a trial basis. I'll let her tell you
about it in more detail, but we're very excited.
| just read through what I've written and it's pretty bor-
ing, but Damn it Jim, I'm an Accounting Clerk, not a

Live Long and Prosper; May the Force Be With You;
Be Excellent to Each Other and Party on Dude!

—Rebecca Hardin — VSFA President

started in order to pay lip service to the state require-
ments for non-profit organizations. Sure, our Presi-
dent reads the “business” stuff at the meetings, but
everyone is free to chime in with their two cents (or

three or four).
Where was I? Oh yeah....the VSFA Monthly
Meetings. There hasn't been any official announce-
ment, but | know it's been

the Claim Jumpers on Green
Valley Parkway, near the 215
on ramp (a report may or may
not be elsewhere in this edition
of V3).

Why there? Who
knows how these decisions get
made, they just seem to make
themselves! We don’t have a
Social Director figuring these

New Meeting Time and PI
Starting February 4th VSFA Monthl
Meetings will be held on the first Satueday in light of the fact that
of the month Be&diBbtBBokEath033
Rainbow Blvd at 11am! See you thef&

mentioned in various circles:
VSFA is no longer a non-
eeft organization. The fees
for keeping that designation
ere simply too high, espe-

re will be no convention in
near future. Since we
don't collect dues, the fees
were an enormous burden.

things out: a suggestion gets

For example, it was $60 to file

made and the thing happens. VSFA acts more like a|the yearly list of officers! That's $60 to file one sheet

loose association than a quorum.

Sure we have |of paper! The downside, however, is that since we're

“officers” with “official” tittles and all, but that was|no longer non-profit, that means the library would be



charging us $25 an hour to use their meeting room.
Again, because we don’t charge dues, that's a rather
large burden to function under. If we're going to
spend money on any sort of group activity, it would be
better spent on something other than a monthly meet-
ing.

Our diligent search for a new venue for the
monthly meetings ended last week. OUR NEW
MEETING PLACE WILL BE: Dead Poet Books at 937

Bettye Hardin AKA Gramma VSFA and | ar-
rived at the Blue Ox Tavern at precisely 2:00PM,
where we were soon joined by James Willey. Just as
we were contemplating moving into the public area of
the restaurant, because there was only three of us,
Carol Kern showed up unexpectedly. She has to work
on Sundays and had told me earlier that she didn’t
think she would be able to sneak out for the social.
With four of us there, we decided to stay in the private

area.

We were a
pretty sad looking
crew James told us
that he had to take a
break from his
kitchen  remodeling
because he'd been
sick the last four
days. | added that I'd

Or at least it does on the First Friday of every
month at Cooperville, aka James’s place (but we all
know that his dog, Cooper, is truly the rule of the
roost).

Unfortunately this reporter was not present for
the most recent event having to absent myself on a
business trip, but since the host is unwilling to commit
himself to putting together a report, guess who gets to
do it?! It should be noted here that there was a view-
ing event in December, but all concerned were gener-
ally too burned out from holiday preparations and life
in general to be creative enough to write a report.

On January 6, 2006, various folks (VSFA and
otherwise) gathered for more Farscape
viewing. Sorry | don’'t have a body count for
you, but that's the way it goes. At each
viewing we've had more than four, but less
than forty attend.

This time those present blasted
through three eps before calling it quits. |
think this brings the total up to seven eps all
together, but don’t quote me on that! Any-
way, the next ep is: That Old Black Magic.
We're still working on the first season and
will continue until the watchers scream for

S Rainbow Blvd Las Vegas, NV 89145; their phone
number is: (702) 227-4070. Since the store’s regular
hours of business are 10 am to 6 pm, Monday through
Saturday, this means the meeting day/time had to be
chan%ed. Therefore, our next meeting will be Febru-
ary 4" at 11 am. So put it on your calendars: VSFA
Monthly Meeting on the first Saturday of the month at
11 am at Dead Poet Books!

—Mindy Hutchings — VSFA Secretary

been sick since October, but had gotten worse on
New Years Eve and haven't been well since. James
concluded that that his illness was caused by allergies.
| figured mine was because god hates me.

Carol changed that depressing conversation
to the topic of Halloween. She found a catalogue with
some cool stuff in it and is already planning this year's
party. Can we say “obsessive”? We ordered our
food, and spoke some more about Halloween parties,
past and future.

Our food soon arrived and the talk slowed a
bit while we chowed down. When we were almost
done eating, Terry Wilsey arrived. We continued to
talk about a variety of topics from movies to politics to
Halloween (obsessive much?).

We adjourned around 4:00PM.

—Rebecca Hardin

mercy. Several folks have expressed a determination
to see it through ‘til the end.

Farscape flies again on February 3, 2006,
starting at 6 pm. Well, at least we start gathering at 6;
there’s always a bit of chatting and shacking before
things get truly underway. If you've fallen behind and
don’t want to start watching right in the middle of
things, let me know and maybe we can arrange for an-
other viewing night. What if the First Friday format
doesn’t work for you? Again, let me know what does
work and we’'ll see what we can do. Contact me at:
lady_shayir@yahoo.com.

—Mindy Hutchings

Moya from the TV serieBarscape.




Come one! Come all! Every event is open to the public!
Try it, ya might like it. A-»

Eebruary

3rd, Friday, 6pm — First Friday TV Series Viewing wW/VSFA, Farscape, at Cooperville.

4th, Saturday, 11lam — First Saturday VSFA Monthly
Meeting at Dead Poet Books at 937 S Rainbow
Blvd Las Vegas, NV 89145; (702) 227-4070
(for directions only please). Please note our
new date and time for the VSFA Monthly
Meetings!

19th, Sunday, 2pm — at the Blue Ox Tavern on Sa
hara. The first Quarterly topic will be “Sex, Ro
mance, and Science Fiction.” We’re looking for
anyone who wants to be part of the panel.
Please contact a member of the VSFA BoD if
you are interested in being a part of the panel

or have any other ideas. Map to Dead Poet Books!

This seems to be turning into a short month on VSFA doings. Watch www.VSFA.net
and/or our yahoogroup calendar for more events and updates!
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The turn of the year is one of my favorite holi-
days. | know it's an artificial construct, just another
way for humankind to mark time, but | love the sym-
bolism of being able to somehow start over, starting
anew once again.

Part of the process, for me at least, is to re-
view what went on over the past year. This year’s tally
of the year’s events was especially long this year. |
joined the “official” science fiction community of Las
Vegas in February, diving straight in, quickly becoming
Secretary (aka official keeper-of-the-paperwork).
Since that time there are simply too many events to
even begin to mention them (parties, meetings, more
parties, movie outings, and parties again). | have met
so many new people that have become beloved
friends that | am supremely grateful for that the chaos
of the universe opened this particular door for me.

Through several of these friends, I've been
introduced to new SF authors: Laurell K. Hamilton
and Kim Harrison (Thanks, Rebecca! Thanks, James
Taylor!). Having finished the series of novels by both
authors, I'm now eagerly awaiting the latest install-
ments. Of course there’s the wonderful works of local

novelist, Elizabeth Bear. I'm not sure how long it

& ' & $
() *+++,-

Real name: Dick Pelletier
Birthdate: 10-26-1930
Sex: Male

Location: Las Vegas NV
Occupation: Writer

Goals: Create awareness
to a positive future unfold-
ing between now and 2100

Projects: Write weekly col-
umns for various print pub-

*
1

Dick Pelletier

lications and on-line sites
Health habits: healthy

Enhancements: Only glasses now; later open to nearly
any enhancement that improves health

A+ - - & % +

1. Visit http://www.positivefuturist.com

2. Enter your email address in space under
“Newsletter”

3. Click “Sign Up”

4, At the “Welcome to the Positive Futurist Sub
scriber Management Page, enter your emalil
address in the yellow space (it may already be
there)

5. Select HTML or Text (HTML better quality)

would have taken me to pick up her works, but I'm so
glad it's sooner rather than later (just finished World-
wired too).

I've been sick a lot over the past year
(sheesh.....hit 40 years old and look what happens!). |
would feel lousy, figure out what was wrong, only to
begin feeling lousy again. It happened once again
very recently (within the past few weeks), but | think
I've got it straightened out again. | guess | should be
thankful that none of my problems have been life-
threatening, but it's becoming more than a little tire-
some to have yet one more thing to manage in a life
that seems to be increasingly busy and time-
constrained.

Late in the year | was surprised to find that |
had somehow acquired a boyfriend! This is some-
thing that hasn’t happened in, well, a loooooong time.
Let's just say it's been quite an adjustment and I'm still
adjusting!

Looking back, | can see that the only constant
in life is the fact that it's going to change! Here’s to
more changes in the New Year!

—Mindy Hutchings

()
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Body modifications: none
Interests: science and technology with a forward bent
Hobbies: Chess

Favorite books: Kurzweil, Hawkins, Kaku, Garreau,
Naam

Favorite movies: Romantic Comedies, anything to do
with time travel.

Favorite music: Most classical pieces, Carpenters, Ea-
gles

Favorite TV shows: Commander in Chief, Arrested
Development, Boston Legal, Smallville, Medium, Gil-
more Girls, House, Charmed, Still Standing, Two and
a Half Men, Ghost Whisperer, Twins, Grey's Anatomy,
Out of Practice

Website: www.positivefuturist.com

6. Click Save

7 You will quickly receive a confirmation email in
your “In Box”

8. Click Yes | want to join and you are on your
way

You will receive our weekly newsletter beginning the
following Tuesday. If you have any questions, please
let me know. Thank you for your patience.

—Dick Pelletier aka Future Talk
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National Cancer Institute (NCI)
Director Andrew von Eschenbach claims
that “Within 10 years, nobody will die of
cancer; it may not be cured at that time”,
he says, “but drugs will be available to
eliminate the pain, suffering, and death
that cancer now dishes out”.

Six million worldwide will die from
cancer this year. This dreaded disease
kills fifteen hundred Americans every day;

1.91 people per 1,000 populations each
year; and these statistics have changed
very little since 1950.

So, if in 55 years America has
made almost no headway in the war against cancer,
how can Eschenbach claim we will eliminate cancer
deaths in ten years? The answer lies in what some
refer to as the “Nanotech Revolution”.

Nanotech is a technology with major potential
to drive new generations of cancer diagnostics and
therapeutic products. Its approach to conquering can-
cer can be divided into two areas, detection and thera-
peutic.

Detection systems identify cancer cells before
they become dangerous, and if cancer is in remission,
predict if it might flare up again; these include the fol-
lowing:

- Quantum Dots - dramatically improves clini-
cal diagnostic tests for early cancer detection.
These tiny particles glow and act as markers
on cells and genes, enabling doctors to visual-
ize cancer when present or impending. Ap-
proval expected in five years.

Carbon Nanotubes - spots cancer lying in
remission and determines if, and when it may
flare up, and identifies new tumors as well.
Development expected by 2008.
Lab-on-a-Chip — promises early detection of
cancer, heart disease, Alzheimer’'s and other
ills. Patients will one day walk into their doc-
tor's office with this hand-held device, give a
few drops of blood, and in minutes, receive a
complete health diagno-
sis. Widespread use ex-
pected by 2010.

Therapeutic systems de-
stroy cancer cells non-invasively,
without harming healthy cells;
these include the following: \

- Gold Nanoshells - en-
ters into cancer cells, and ‘
when exposed to infrared
light, explodes, Kkilling
cancer cells without
harming healthy cells.

Rice University researchers hope for human
trials by 2006, available everywhere by 2008.
Nanoparticles — combines hormones and
cell-killing peptides that image, target, and de-
stroy primary and metastatic breast cancer
cells. Approval expected in five years.
Nanocomplex — detects and destroys meta-
static cancer cells. Its diagnostic and thera-
peutic functions utilize a microscopic, lipid-
based liposome and an antibody, along with
gene therapy; expected to enter clinical stud-
ies soon.

Nanotube Bomb — enters cancer cells and
when exposed to lasers, explodes along with
the cancer cell. Scientists suggest this future
scenario: “after work, people take their “Lab-
on-a-Chip” to a clinic for a quick screen; if
cancer is present they receive an injection of
nanobombs, sit under the laser for a few min-
utes, and then go home”. Widespread use ex-
pected by 2010.

Can we realistically predict the end of cancer
deaths in ten years? Most researchers believe we can.
Economists project total nanotech market will reach $1
trillion by 2015; driven by this commerce, the
“Nanotech Revolution” will succeed.

Forward-thinkers believe that by 2020, nearly
all diseases will disappear, and by 2030, everyone will
enjoy a healthy, indefinite
lifespan. This “magical future”
may sound like science fiction;
but our commerce-driven tech-
nologies suggest it will become
reality.

Dick Pelletier writes science and
technology articles for VSFA Val-
ley Voyager. You may contact
him at:
futuretalk@positivefuturist.com



then

What happens when Internet-delivered TV gives view-
ers complete control of scheduling, content, and com-
mercials? The world is watching.

Content — Since the creation of moving pic-
tures and the advertising market it presented, televi-
sion has been a source of profits, controlled originally
by three broadcast networks. In 1975, the number one
show, All in the Family, captured 30 percent of homes;
and cable, just beginning to appear in some of the
larger cities, served only as new technology that im-
proved reception.

Today, those numbers are shrinking. Last
year's top-rated CSI| appeared in only 16 percent of
households; three broadcast networks have grown to
six, and cable and satellite carriers now deliver over
300 channels. VCRs and digital video recorders
(DVRs) make it easy to watch programs anytime, and
even skip commercials.

For years, traditional broadcasting has deliv-
ered tens of millions of eyeballs to hungry advertisers,
but no longer able to exploit a broad captive audience;
the industry must now invent new strategies.

Soon, every movie and TV program ever pro-
duced will be on the Internet. On demand, DVRs will
deliver any program or movie we wish to view.

Future “Google-like” data systems will serve
up relevant commercials that match our interests, in-
cluding “product placements”, items digitally inserted
into programs at local cable centers. We might see
Teri Hatcher drinking a lot of Pepsi, but this could spell
the end of “commercial breaks”. Ads will be more
compelling, as they only include products that interest
us.

Intelligent programs will recognize shows we
view completely and those we never finish, as well as
which commercials we watch or skip. Eventually, this
system, an advanced TiVo of sorts, will understand
our viewing preferences, suggest additional programs

There once was girl from Mundane
who was thinking she's going insane

she read about Joe

and his Fairy, you know
now she's looking for Fandom to Rel

—Sadez Hale

we might enjoy; and enable advertisers to display only
the products we like.

Hardware — in 1965, yours truly purchased
his first color TV; a 15-inch console made of solid
wood. This beautiful furniture piece attracted neigh-
bors and friends who gathered around to stare at the
magical pictures with flesh-like tones.

What will future TVs look like? Organic light
emitting devices could become the next breakthrough
in displays. Forget mounting large monitors, this
amazing technology can turn any wall into a high-
definition screen.

By 2010, we will finally say goodbye to confus-
ing remote controls; on-screen lifelike 3D avatars
(virtual assistants), that speak perfect “human” will be-
come our primary interface with technologies.

These “smart” creatures, resembling a favorite
celebrity or loved one, will answer questions, negotiate
Internet transactions, and help control our electron-
ics — “true service with a smile”. Later, holography will
allow avatars to jump off the screen and follow us
around the house.

By mid-2020s, nano-size electronics inside
“active contact lenses” will display TV, Internet, and
phone calls directly onto the retina, bypassing screens
entirely. We will access programs using only our
thoughts, and by 2030, “neuro-bots” will create simula-
tions indistinguishable from reality.

At this point, we will be able to download a
program like Star Trek Holodeck and literally dive into
action. Any scene our mind envisions would seem
real: we could relive when we first met our mate, or
conjure up some wild new adventure.

Get ready to enjoy a truly “magical future”.

Dick Pelletier writes science and technology articles
for VSFA Valley Voyager. You may contact him at fu-
turetalk@positivefuturist.com
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Since | have a handful of things to write about
for you all, | thought I'd just lump everything in one big
ol’ section for you. LOL!

#4

The Secret Fan Exchange was a success!
Everyone seems to have had fun, and liked their gifts.
We had participants from various SFF fandom groups
and it seems to me everyone had a great time.

Who gave to who?

Ruth - Raven
Raven - Mindy
Mindy - Charis

Charis - Lorna

Lorna - Denise

Denise Fisk - Rebecca
Rebecca Hardin - Sarah
Sarah Glasgow- Jeff
Jeff Redmond - Bettye
Bettye Hardin - James
James Willey - Ruth

Everyone should have gotten their gift, and if
not, let me know and something can be done about it.

I am planning on doing this again for the holi-
days, so if you didn't get to participate this round you'll
have another opportunity! :D

+++

I'm sure someone noticed that for a while our
website was getting a 404 error. That is because our
webhost, xarph.net, stopped providing webhosting due
to someone hacking into one of his users accounts to
be used as a phishing scam. So, there was a bit of
down time while things got back up and running

We've obtained VSFA.net! YAY! Thank you
Woody! VSFA.us still works just fine, however, it is a
redirect and some people’s browser settings do not
allow redirects, so if .us doesn’t work, .net should do it.

The InterGalactic Complaint Department is on
a hiatus until | can get that back up and running.
Same goes with the Reviews since the system before
had some serious spam issues.

To have a dynamic website | went through
Godaddy.com. It costs $10 a month for webhosting. If
anyone is willing to donate to the cause you can snail
mail me at 434 Bird St. Yuba City CA 95991; or go
through paypal; ruthiechan@xarph.net.

n * &

This was the last event that | went to before
leaving Las Vegas. OMG, it was AWESOME and won-
derful. The Daugherty’'s were fabulous hosts. The food
was great, and the company better.

And, the kicker is, for the first time ever, | had

a positive Christmas Party Gift Exchange experience!
Every other exchange like the Alien Auction | came
out seriously unhappy. (Come on, an old toothbrush?
The hell is up with that?) While | didn’t get what | really
wanted, which were the Serenity and Firefly music
CD’s | got 13 Monster Movies DVD. Horribly tacky and
good to watch with a group of friends. MST3King here
we come!

Thank you everyone for making my last event
with Vegas Fandom (before my move anyway, | do
plan on returning to the fold, at least for a visit, at
some point in time) a fantastic one! Not that that was
the purpose or anything. *winksmile*

Attendee’s: John DeChancie, Lori Forbes,
April Reckling, Rachel Mainz, Michael Bernstein,
Carolee Cameron, James Willey (the filcher of my
CD’s! *shakes fists*), Theresa Cochran, James Tay-
lor, Mindy Hutchings, Rebecca Hardin, Bettye Hardin,
Joelle Barnes, Merric and Lubov Anderson, Lobov's
mother (sorry | didn’t get her name), Kent Hastings,
Ruth R. Davidson, and last but not least our gracious
hosts, Katheryn and James Daughtery.

5 3-"

It's different in this overgrown town (city my
arse), where it's difficult to find a job. . | didn’t realize
how well settled | became in Las Vegas until | moved
out here only to discover that this city actually
SLEEPS at night! Where are my buffets!? Where are
the geeks!? Where are the lights!? OMG | can see the
stars!

Seriously, in many ways | miss Las Vegas,
and Las Vegas Fandom. So many things to do, and
I'm sorry | wasn't able to take advantage of it all while |
was out there due to my marriage suddenly falling
apart after the One Day Event last year (aka: as soon
as | found everyone).

So, here | am in Yuba City CA, living with my
mother. | share my room with my daughter Hazel (who
turns three on May Day), and most of my things are in
a storage unit. | still have no job, which really sucks.

However, there are some positive things
about this separation. Instant babysitting by people
who are wrapped around Hazel's little finger (there are
four siblings living with my Mom too), being around
family so not having Robert around isn't so jarring,
and, the best part, Robert and | get along so much
better now! There may be hope for our relationship yet
(He lives three hours south in San Jose, visits every
other weekend, talks to us everyday, and is going to
school, paid for by his Dad.).

So, except for missing everyone and not hav-
ing a job, life is pretty good and I'm happy. I'm also
glad that | get to still help out Las Vegas Fandom
through VSFA by doing their website and editing V3.

Ad Astra!
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Bill Wright
Thanks for VSFA Valley Voyager vol
1 no 6 November 2005, and in particular for
the flier on page 8 advertising author/scientist
Wil McCarthy's forthcoming talk on the sci-
ence that grounds his many novels and non-
fiction works. Nanotechnology seems to be
the wave of the future and the concept of
programmable matter is endlessly fascinat-
ing. Science fiction celebrates the romance
of technological advancement and its expres-
sion in literature, art and theatre is the warp
and woof of the busy, purposeful lives of sci-
ence fiction fans. Only poetry is missing.
An apposite verse form was invented
by Edmund Clerihew Bentley and G K Chesterton in
1890 and preserved almost a century later by Oxford
University Press in 'The Complete Clerihews of E
Clerihew Bentley' (1981). At the dawn of the twenty-
first century it is poised to take over from the limerick
as the preferred medium for compulsive versifiers.
Michigan fan Michael Waite (famed for his FAPAzine
Trial and Air') is a member of The American Chester-
ton Society. He says that the society's official organ,
Gilbert Magazine, has a regular department entitled
"The Clerihew Corner' where poet wanabes send in
their newly minted clerihews for publication.
‘The Clerihew Corner' defines CLERIHEW as:
"a humorous, un-metrical, biographical verse of two
close couplets in four lines with the first rhyme a play
on the name of the subject." Michael finds the Gilbert
Magazine guidelines unhelpful. Much more useful, he
says, is the following list of characteristics to keep in
mind when writing a clerihew:
The verse is biographical - it deals with a well-
known person. (Bentley referred to clerihews as
"capsule biographies".)
It consists of two rhymed couplets of irregular
length.
The rhymes are complex or strained or just un-
usual.
Obscure or apocryphal experiences or character-
istics of the person are emphasised.
Even though the words applied to the person may
be fantastic or ridiculous, they are presented with
solemnity.
The two couplets form a humorous non sequitur.

Dunno if the following exhibits enough of the
above characteristics to qualify as a dinkum clerihew,
but here goes ..

The quantum dots of Wil McCarthy
Perform as ordered in ultimate alchemy
Matter morphs to a routine

And it happens sight unseen.

A poor effort, but can Vegas fans do any better?

Here is a deceptively simple clerihew from the
Master that is said to contain a wealth of allusion:
Sir Christopher Wren
Said, "I am going to dine with some men.
If anybody calls
Say | am designing St. Paul's"

Otherwise unexplained index entries for this item in
"The Complete
Clerihews' are":

Atrocity

Bankruptcy, moral

Conduct, disingenuous

Domestic servants, dishonesty among, encourage-
ment of

Escutcheon, blot on, action involving

Fact, cynical perversion of

Guile

Hypocrisy, calculated

Integrity, low standard of

Jesuitry

Knavery

Lie, bouncing circulation of

Noblesse oblige, disregard of apophthegm

Machiavelli, unholy precepts of, tendency to act upon

Openness, want of

Principle, lack of

Quickening, spiritual, need of

Restoration, lax morality of, readiness to fall in with

Satanism, revolting display of

Turpitude

Untruth, plausible, ability to frame

Veracity, departure from

World, the next, neglect of prospects in

YMCA, unfitness for

Zion, outcast from

Are all epic achievements simply a cover for
nefarious activities? Just what did the great Christo-
pher Wren get up to in his night time revels? Dick
Cheney, eat your heart out.

Please keep me on your mailing list.



Laurraine Tutihasi

| enjoyed Dick Pelletier's article about Thanks-
giving in 2030. | think much of what he says is possi-
ble except for the communications by ESP.

| think your gift exchange is a wonderful idea.
The reason | decided not to participate this year was
financial. We've had a lot of extraordinary expendi-
tures in the last twelve or so months due to pet ill-
nesses. | hope to be able to participate next year.

When | read about the events in Las Vegas
fandom in your zine and in Arnie Katz's, | wish | lived
there. | think the reason you can do the things you
do is the small size of your city. Los Angeles is just
too large, both physically and in the number of fans.
We don't even get to LASFS meeting any more. Be-
tween the distance and the traffic, it just takes too long
to get there.

Peter Sullivan

Hi Ruth. Thanks for sending me an e-copy of
VSFA Valley Voyager 1.6 — and please keep me on
the mailing list for future issues!

Interesting to see the suggestion of a Game
Night for the "fifth weekends." | know that Arnie Katz
was semi-seriously complaining about the lack of ac-
tivity on fifth weekends. My suggestion of getting the
Nevada State Legislature to adopt a new, more regu-
lar, calendar to eliminate the problem was generally
felt to be a neat idea but probably impracticable. Good
to see VSFA stepping into the gap!

Dick Pelletier's predictions are interesting. The
cynic would point out that many of Dick's predictions
(or similar) were made in the 1950s and 1960s with
2000 as the expected timeframe. But, due to the
power of the internet and similar tools to get scientists
working together - or even in competition - outwith the
bounds of geography, it's not too outlandish to suggest
that we may be at a "tipping point" of the sort Dick de-
scribes.

| actually saw a trailer for the Chicken Little
movie when we went to see Nanny McPhee. | don't
think Nanny McPhee can count as science fiction, but
it certainly qualifies as fantasy. The whole plot and de-
nouement is 100% obvious from about 5 minutes in,
but it's still wonderfully done. Next on the viewing list is
the new Harry Potter, which has been out several
weeks here now, but we've been waiting for the
crowds to clear. And then the Narnia movie. . .

Lloyd Penney
Dear VSFAnNs:

| have here on my desktop an authentic .pdf of
VSFA Valley Voyager Vol.1 No.6, and before it gets
any further into December, I'd better loc the November
issue. Once | stare further into the cover illo, and fi-
nally decide that's not Prince...

So much in the way of activities in LV fan-
dom...in Toronto, we're lucky to have two pubnights a
month. But, we do have a lot of conventions. Yvonne
and | spent a lot of time today at an Ad Astra meeting,

and there were a lot of things discussed and decided.
However, Christmas time is almost here, and I've al-

ready heard of two parties being planned, so at least

we can relax a little. We used to throw fannish Christ-
mas parties most years, but they do take their toll on

your stamina and wallet.

Game night? In Vegas? Say it isn’t so! What a
natural idea. Movies...I see so few of them, but two
movies | do want to see are the newest Harry Potter
movie, and the first Narnia movie. Just recently, some-
one unearthed a letter from C.S. Lewis which confirms
that Narnia had its roots in the Bible, and that Aslan,
as most of us suspected is meant to be Christ. Well, |
plan to see it and enjoy it, hopefully as much as | did
the Lord of the Rings movies. Both Tolkien and Lewis
said they never wanted their books turned into movies;
I hope they might be at least a little pleased if they
were to see what’s been done. | hope the Narnia
movie is well done.

Dick Pelletier's column...I like the idea of
Nano-dust to make food suit individual taste buds.
We'd eat better for it...what if Brussels sprouts tasted
like chocolate? We'd chow down on our way to proper
nutrition, for every healthy thing you ate would taste
really great. The nano-dust could make any food taste
like any other food you really like.

The pictures from the Hallowe’en party remind
me of an old Bizarro cartoon. A body lies on the
ground, stabbed with a flaming giraffe. The dective on
the scene proclaims, “This looks like the work of a sur-
real killer...” (rimshot)

My loc...Being told to “look that up in your
Funk and Wagnalls” is an old line from Rowan and
Martin’s Laugh-in from the 60s. Sounds like Joshua
has made good his escape from LV fandom, and may
be taking stock of his life. | wish him luck; he may
need it.

Time to fly, and get this in the e-mail. See you
soon in a Vegaszine in a mailbox or inbox near you..




