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VSFA Valley Voyager Vol. 1. No. 5 
The official organ of the Vegas Science Fiction Association 

 
This issue was completed on November 18, 2005.  
Edited by Ruth R. Davidson – Internet Publications. 

Send your submissions to rcmailgroups@gmail.com.  
 
All Letters of Comment (LoCs), and other submissions are to 
be sent to the official editor at the above address 
(rcmailgroups@gmail.com) with V3 in the subject line.  
 

Do NOT send submissions to the listserv! 
 

Submission Deadline for the next issue is Dec. 11, 2005. 
V3 is published monthly. 

 
All opinions herein are those of the writers and do  not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the VSFA Board of Di-
rectors or other VSFA members except where so noted .   
 
All copyrighted © materials are used with permissio n of 
the author and/or artist and revert back automatica lly . 
 

©2005 Vegas Science Fiction Association 
We’re on the web at: www.vsfa.us 

To subscribe to our listserv send an email to: 
VegasSFAssociation-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

ARTists :  
David Heath Jr.; cover, 3, 12 

Copyright 2004 Jim Gray  
(All art by Heath are owned by Jim Gray) 

Sarah Glasgow; pg. 7 
Photos by James Willey 

All else is clip art, unless otherwise noted. 
 

Not sure what to send? 
Art work is always needed and Letters of Com-
ment (LoC’s) are always appreciated. Articles and 
other science fiction and fantasy material are also 
welcome. If you are unsure if something is ac-
ceptable please ask me about it.  
 

V3 submissions go to rcmailgroups@gmail.com. 
All content is subject to approval by the editor. 
That’s a disclaimer, just in case I need it. . . 
 

Please send only copies of your work, 
whether it is art or text.  
 

If you’ve never submitted an article to any zine, 
and aren’t comfortable with writing an article per 
se, you can always write about something in an 
LoC and the editor can do a bit of editing to turn it 
into an article. More than one article started out 
that way. Just let me know. 
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      Time sure flies when you’re having fun (and sometimes when you’re not).  October was a busy month for 
all of us here in VSFAland.  Planning for the United Fandom Halloween Party got off to a slow start when our 
party-chair, Carol Kern, was hospitalized for almost a week the first part of October.  Although it took a while 
for her to get back up to speed, she leapt into action as soon as she was able and coordinated a most excel-
lent party.  Truth be told, she was actually making some arrangements, via telephone, while she was still in the 
hospital.  What a trooper. 
      Of course, Carol didn’t work on this project alone.  Mindy Hutchings and James Willey worked tirelessly on 
planning and decorating James’ house.  Roxanne Gibbs coordinated SNAFFU’s contributions and the potluck, 
even though she was unable to attend.  Thanks go out to everyone who supported, attended and helped to 
make the party a success. 

                                                                                                        —Rebecca Hardin, VSFA President 

As usual, the Monthly Business Meeting opened at 7 
p.m. at the Clark County Library.  Attendance was lim-
ited as the regulars were either ill or out of town, but 
business was accomplished nonetheless.  We may 
not be planning a convention at this time, but we sure 
are managing a lot of other events! 
 
First on the agenda was the announcement about the 
Christmas Party.  It is a United Fandom event to be 
held at the Daughtery’s house on December 10th.   
Volunteers will be needed, so keep the date in mind.  
Remember, there will be an Alien Auction (gift ex-
change), so put your thinking caps on and come up 
with a nifty gift.  A suggestion:  Don’t give what you 
wouldn’t want to receive.  In other words, give some-
thing nice.  One of the members present remembered 
(with a shudder of horror) receiving an inflatable sex 
toy as an unfortunate gift through a similar exchange.  
Not nice.  Speaking of gift giving, Ruth again outlined 
the Secret Fan Gift Exchange, reminding those pres-
ent that the deadline to sign up is November 16th.  
Please contact Ruth at:  rcmailgroups@gmail.com. 
 
The subject of a Game Night was brought up again; it 
was tabled at the last meeting because we were hav-
ing too much fun talking about the Halloween Party.  
Because the calendar is getting rather full of regular 
events, it was decided that VSFA will host a Game 
Night on the fifth Saturdays of the year.  Once again, 

we are very fortunate that James Willey is willing to 
offer his house as a venue.  This will be a public event 
and anyone with an interest can attend.  It was de-
cided to start at 4 p.m.  The end time will be flexible.  
Since this is at dinner time, this will be a potluck event, 
so attendees will be encouraged to bring a dish to 
pass, but basic drinks and snacks will be provided. 
 
The game schedule is as follows: 
April 29th – Chess 
July 29th – Board Games 
September 30th – Poker 
December 30th – Board Games 
 
For those who don’t want to play chess or poker or the 
board games, all games will be available on the Game 
Nights so if there’s a large enough crowd, it’s possible 
that more than one 
type of game can be in 
play.  There is also 
some talk of starting a 
game of Macho 
Women With Guns.   
 
Remember, there’s plenty of space, and none of this 
is written in stone (these are guidelines), so if anyone 
has a suggestion, please get the attention of any 
VSFA Board Member and share your idea! 
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      October’s VSFA Sunday Social had the smallest 
attendance to date. Only a handful of people showed 
up at the Blue Ox Tavern on October 16.  We had a 
fabulous time, however, talking about those who were-
n’t there and assigning them to various superfluous 
committees and bureaucratic tasks.  Just kidding…. 
Really! 
      Sandra Bean, Bettye Hardin, Mindy Hutchings, 
Carol Kern (late arrival), Darmon Thornton James Wil-
ley and I enjoyed good food, interesting conversation 
and pleasant company.  Since we’re not having any 
topics or presentations until next February, the talk 
ranged from the Halloween party to fan politics to the 
Halloween party to how work sucks to the things we 
wanted to do for the Halloween party and then we 

talked a little bit about plans for the Halloween party. 
      Carol arrived shortly before we were due to ad-
journ, so we stayed while she had a bite to eat.  Dar-
mon and Bettye left before anyone else, but the rest of 
stayed and talked until around 7:30PM. 
      The Blue Ox staff was very cordial the whole time 
and never made us feel like we were overstaying our 
welcome.  We’re very happy with the new Sunday So-
cial venue.  Those of you who have not been to a so-
cial since we lost The Tap House should come on 
down to the Blue Ox Tavern for the next social on No-
vember 20 and check out our new location.  Hope to 
see you there. 

Other announcements:  A reminder was given about 
the start of the Media Viewing Series (First Friday 
Television Series and Second Sunday Movie Series) 
to be held at Cooperville (aka James Willey’s house).  
The dates currently on the schedule are November 4th 
and 13th and December 2nd and 11th (see the report 
elsewhere in this issue of V3 for more details).  The 
Futurists event in January was also announced again.  
Author Wil McCarthy will be speaking at their meeting 
on January 13th.  Support of this event is encouraged. 
 
A combined VSFA/SNAFFU event is being created.  
On November 20th the plan is to have the VSFA Sun-
day Social and a SNAFFU Movie Outing to watch the 
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.  Unfortunately, 
movie times are not yet available for this event, but 
Mindy Hutchings (VSFA) and Linda Bushyager 
(SNAFFU) are working together and a time will be an-
nounced as soon as it is available.  The merits of vari-
ous theatres were discussed, but we’ll take what we 
can get to make the times work. 
 
Speaking of the Sunday Social:  After the first of the 
year, the formal topic will be revived.  This was also 

brought up at the last 
meeting, but the dis-
cussion kept on return-
ing to the Halloween 
Party, and confirma-
tion of the details was 
abandoned until to-
night.  The first date 
for the topic will be the 

February Social on the 
19th.  The topic will be:  Sex, Romance, and Science 
Fiction.  We’re looking for anyone who wants to be 
part of a panel.  Even if you have an idea but don’t 
want to be on a panel, contact any VSFA Board Mem-
ber and let us have your idea! 
 

An random item of interest:  During the course of con-
versation, Rebecca mentioned a convention she re-
membered was held in Provo, Utah.  She was pretty 
sure it is held yearly.  Mindy looked it up on the Inter-
net by Wi-Fi and found:   “February 16 - 18, 2006 - 
Life, the Universe & Everything, a convention held in 
Provo, Utah.  It’s an academic symposium on all as-
pects of science fiction and fantasy:  writing, media, 
world building (CYOW), art, anime. Academic papers.  
There is an art show, a charity auction and more.  It is 
also free.”  Perhaps 
we’ll have to create a 
road trip? 
 
The last item is fairly 
serious stuff and 
feedback is always appreciated.   Since VSFA is no 
longer a non-profit corporation, then that will terminate 
our relationship with the library.  Free use of the meet-
ing space is only for non-profits.  We will have to find 
another venue beginning with the January meeting, 
even if it proves to be a temporary home.  The idea of 
using the Blue Ox was floated as was using space in a 
bookstore or game/comic store.  Sandra and Rebecca 
will use their contacts to nail down some details of 
various venues so a decision can be made fairly soon. 
 
Although the meeting format has become rather free-
form (all attendees are encouraged to speak up), we 
still had time for discussion at the end of business.  
The talk ranged from the CT (perhaps someone will 
have to talk to the Cosmic Troublemaker about recent 
comments posted to the IGCD) to the Christ Clone 
Trilogy and the Left Behind Series to bumper stickers.  
That is we talked until our stomachs reminded us it 
was time to shoot over to IHOP (on Maryland Parkway 
by the Boulevard Mall). 
 
Mindy Hutchings 
Secretary, VSFA BoD 

��������
�����

����
�����

�����

����������
��
�����

���������������

����	
���������� 
��

!
�����!��
����"�



���
������
��� ! �"�#�����$�����
���%�
���������%�� ���
���&����'����������

��������������������������������������������������� ��� ��������������� �����������������	
��

������ ���
���

             Though nobody knows for sure what the future 
will be like twenty-five years from now, by projecting 
present-day knowledge with expected science and 
technology breakthroughs, we can make plausible 
guesses about what life might be like living in 2030, 
and thus piece together how a typical Thanksgiving 
may look in such a wonder world. 
             In 25 years, we will: cruise around in driver-
less “skycars”; hop “scramjets” to anywhere on Earth 
in an hour; enjoy pampering from loving robots; com-
municate at times using only our thoughts; and live in 
ageless, forever-healthy bodies. 
             Thanksgiving still includes sharing with family 
and friends – both virtually and live. Wall-size screens 
display incredible entertainment in true holography, 
providing an option for viewers to become part of the 
drama if they wish. The Internet connects families 
separated by distances, bringing them together in vir-
tual environments, which are nearly indiscernible from 
reality. 
             Turkey dinner is still the favorite in 2030, but 
nano-replicators have put an end to messy food 
preparation. These household microwave-size appli-
ances provide food, clothing and gadgets at little or no 
cost. Mom replicates a perfect holiday dinner with all 
the trimmings, including “nano-dust” which tailors each 
bite of food to match individual taste buds. The family 
robot serves this elegant meal adding its often-
humorous attempt at making conversation. 
             Robots have become the most important fam-
ily acquisition. At an affordable $10,000, these loyal 
creatures understand our world and seamlessly inter-
act with us. They help us manage the confusing 2030s 

technologies, such 
as medical nanobots 
that maintain our 
health, and virtual 
reality simulations 
that whisk us away 
to entertainment 
dreamland. Robots 
have become an in-
dispensable part of 
life. 
             Recent discoveries have enabled scientists to 
unlock the mysteries of nutrition: nano-replicators now 
provide all necessary nutrients inexpensively; and by 
utilizing millions of medical nanobots, they deliver 
them directly into our cells, thus eliminating the need 
for food, and keeping us forever trim and in perfect 
health. 
             However, gourmet enthusiasts say they will 
never give up their eating pleasures, so researchers 
created a special digestive tract that can receive real 
food, but bar those nutrients from entering the blood 
stream. Nanobots convert this food into molecules and 
route it into a special replaceable “nutrient belt”. Food 
lovers can now eat all they want without sacrificing any 
notches in their belt loop. 
             When the Space Elevator started in 2015, it 
caused an explosive rush to space. Mars and Moon 
colony populations will soon reach one million, and 
with SE’s propulsion method, Mars trips now take less 
than a week. Die-hard space pioneers, however, anx-
iously await wormhole development, expected some-
time after the mid-century mark, which will open inter-

             This was about section was created for those 
who’ve ever wondered, who is this Dick Pelletier guy 
anyway?  
             Dick is an old guy who “gets it” when it comes 
to science and technology. He stays up to speed (and 
does his own research) on advancements and the fu-
ture as science fiction turns into science fact. He is 
well loved by the folks at www.betterhumans.com.  
             And, in his own words, here’s more about him 
and his beliefs about the future. 
 

             As a futurist science and technology colum-
nist, I view life with much optimism. At 75, I feel confi-
dent that, barring a fatal accident, I will maintain good 
health and survive into the next decade, 2010-2020. 
             In this decade I will live through my 80s, which 
by today’s standards, would be risky, but expected 
breakthroughs in stem cell and gene therapies will en-
able repair of body parts before they wear out. With 
help from these new technologies, I could end the 

decade at 90 years, but with a biological body of a 
40’ish person. 
             The following decade, 2020-2030, will provide 
nanotech miracles that promise radical improvements 
in both health and affluence. By 2030, I hope to re-
semble a perfectly healthy 20-something enjoying the 
good life. 
             By 2035-2040, there is an excellent chance 
the Singularity and quantum computing could enable 
my mind to be copied for uploading into a newly 
cloned human or silicon body, should disaster strike. 
At this time, my lifespan can be considered indefinite 
with no fear of unwanted death. 
             Most of my articles focus on the first half of 
this century. From 2050 on, we will experience breath-
taking changes beyond the imaginings of science fic-
tion. Our view of life will change completely; and yours 
truly cannot wait to become part of this incredible 
“magical future”. 
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galactic travel. 
             Contrary to predictions, religion still flourishes 
in 2030. Although barely recognizable from their 2005 
versions, most churches have advanced with the 
times; however many still credit a higher power for sci-
ence revolutions that so profoundly altered our hu-
manity. Prayer is still important in most of the world. 
             As civilization treads forward into what prom-

ises to be a most incredible “magical future”, people 
eagerly await the many challenges that still lie ahead: 
developing unlimited energy, harnessing time travel, 
visiting parallel universes, and understanding the true 
meaning of life. 
 

Dick Pelletier writes science and technology articles 
for VSFA Valley Voyager.   
You may contact him at: futuretalk@cox.net. 
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             Huzzah! Let the fun begin! Hints and gifts 
shall abound! W00!  
             If you didn’t sign up and think you’re gonna 
miss out on the fun, well, there’s always next year 
since if everyone has a good time (like they wouldn’t, 
heehee) I’ll be making this yearly thing. 
             All participants can expect getting reminders 
via email on when to send out a hint(s) and gift(s). 
             The list of participants is as follows: 
 

Raven  - Local fan 

Sarah Glasgow – N3F member from CA 
Ruth R. Davidson – Local fan and N3F member 
Rebecca Hardin – Local fan 
James Willey – Local fan 
Denise A Fisk – N3F member from WA 
Charis Roueche – Local K’Ehleyr Station member 
Mindy Hutchings – Local fan 
Jeff Redmond – N3F member from MI 
Lorna Hansmann – N3F member from UT 
Bettye Hardin – Local fan 
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      Contrary to what some people believe, VSFA does 
not disregard other fannish events when planning ac-
tivities.  Unfortunately, we did try to schedule a pump-
kin carving on the same date as the SNAFFU east 
side meeting.  This was not meant to distract anyone 
from attending that meeting.  However, with the Hal-
loween party being the next day, we didn’t have much 
choice in the timing if the pumpkins were going to get 
carved.  We also made it clear that the activity would 
be taking place throughout the day, so anyone who 
wanted to participate could do so earlier in the day and 
still go to the meeting.  There was no conflict in-
tended… just a matter of too much to do and too little 
time to do it.   I apologize if anyone was offended by 
the call for help on Friday. 
      As it turned out, only one pumpkin was carved (by 
James Willey, who did a great job carving a grim 
reaper).  We had to scrap a few things we had 
planned because we just didn’t have the physical help 
we needed to get all of it done… maybe next year.  It 
all turned out to be ok in the end.  The party was a 
success. 
      Without belaboring an already sore subject, it 
seems I must once more address the supposed 
scheduling conflicts between the Vegrants 
meetings and VSFA Dinner & Movie.  Vegrants 
meetings are for members only or by invitation.  
Currently, no one who attends the movies be-
long to Vegrants so there is no conflict.  For the 
few open Vegrants meetings, it’s still not a con-
flict because the party (meeting) doesn’t start 
until 7:30PM.  Our movies usually start between 
4:00PM and 5:00PM (sometimes they’re a little 
later).  If any moviegoer wants to attend both the 

movie and the open Vegrants party, they can leave 
after the movie.  If anyone wants to go to dinner after 
the movie, there is an overlap, but the dinner is fin-
ished while the party is still going strong.  People often 
show up late to a party or go home early.   VSFA has 
rearranged the movie schedule for special occasions 
such as Arnie’s non-birthday party.  We will be willing 
to do the same on future special occasions. 
      My final observation on the subject is this:  VSFA 
is not trying to be deliberately difficult no matter what 
some people may choose believe.  We are trying to 
provide social opportunities to as many of our mem-
bers as possible.  There are members of our group 
that can’t attend the Vegrants meetings because  
      (a.) they aren’t members/invited    
      (b) they have cat allergies   
      (c) they have children and no babysitter   
      (d) it’s not their area of interest.   
      Just because they can’t go into the Katz’ house 
doesn’t mean that they don’t deserve some camarade-
rie on those rare occasions when a movie opening co-
incides with an open Vegrants meeting. 
 
                          —Rebecca Hardin, VSFA President 
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              Electronic devices are rapidly shrinking to the 
nanometer scale, where quantum mechanics dominates 
and particles become waves.  Here, the distinction be-
tween chemistry, mechanics and electronics begins to 
blur.  Case in point: the quantum dot, a device capable 
of trapping electrons in a space so small that they form 
"artificial atoms" whose size and shape and charge can 
be controlled in real time.  Historically, the properties of 
matter are determined at the time of manufacture, 
through careful mixing and processing.  But now we find 
ourselves at the dawn of a new age, where substances 
exist whose optical, electrical, magnetic and even me-
chanical properties can be adjusted at the flip of a bit. 
             In a 50-minute lecture, engineer/Journalist/
Novelist, Wil McCarthy discusses the state of the art and 
explores the future social, technological, and science-
fictional implications of this "Programmable Matter." 
             Details on the following page. Feel free to 
print and distribute the flier details. 
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             Disney is notorious for mangling old stories, 
and sometimes it’s okay, and sometimes it’s one of 
those “what were you thinking!?” moments. However, 
Chicken Little was fantastic.  
             It addresses a few serious issues about family 
in a non-invasive way. Issues such as: being there for 
your children – even during the hard times, having 
faith and trust in them, to talk things through until 
there’s closure instead of sweeping it under the rug,  
and not to be concerned over what others think of you.  
             With those underlining messages, there was a 
ton of humor. I was laughing throughout the movie, as 
there were many jokes that only adults would under-
stand, and a wide variety of music from old favorites to 
teen pop.  
 

             And now the Spoilers start! 
             I love the explanation for the falling “sky”. Our 
aliens have stealth technology where their ship will 
match whatever the scenery happens to be; but 
there’s a time lag. A piece of the ship is constantly fal-
ling off, and hits Chicken Little on the head. The piece 
still looks like the sky, hence, “the sky is falling.” 
             An alien toddler ends up accidentally left be-
hind and it was thought he was kidnapped! So, the en-
tire armada fleet was sent to earth to retrieve the 

kiddo. Chicken Little, of course – since he‘s proven to 
be quiet the brain many times before during the 
movie, is the one who figures out what’s really going 
on (not an invasion an all out search for their kid!) 
             End Spoilers! 
 

             After the movie everyone went to a mexican 
restaurant (the name escapes me) where the service 
was fantastic and the food good. 
             I finally got to aquaint myself with Raven and 
Ron. I had seen them at the one day event in April but 
never had the chance to actually talk (that would also 
be why I had seen them before, but wasn’t sure where 
until the one day event was mentioned).  
             It was a pleasure and delight conversing with 
them. Also joining us in conversation was James Wil-
ley, and Rebecca Hardin. Mindy Hutchings had to 
leave right after the movie for a babysitting job.  
             The conversation ranged from fandom to 
other fandoms (and the similarities between them), 
religion, health, and of course, the movie.  
             A fun time was had by all. We turned into 
pumpkins around 9:30pm (though Raven was a very 
animated pumpkin) and so our gathering ended for the 
evening. 
                          —Ruth R. Davidson  
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             Hear ye, hear ye…the party was a success! I 
am happy to be the bearer of good (if not belated) 
news. On Saturday, October 29th I walked in to find 
Mindy Hutchings and James Willey still decorating and 
half delirious.  
             Oh, OK… They were not delirious but they 
were dashing about madly. Cooperville looked awe-
some. From the hand-carved jack-o-lanterns in a bed 
of hay in the front yard leading to a blacked out tunnel 
to the graveyard in the back complete with webs and 
fog…  
             Soon after I arrived, Carol came in to finish 
her tech-set up for games to come later that night. Mi-

chael Bernstein arrived with (or at the same time as) 
Teresa Cochran and James Taylor. I was glad to fi-
nally meet Teresa in person after many weeks of ban-
tering back and forth on line. I stood uselessly about 
while SNAFFU unloaded tables, food and liquor.  
             I am sad to say that since I am relatively new 
to Fandom I have yet to put names and faces together 
in a manner that would do you party animals justice, 
so I apologize to you all now.  I hope to see you all at 
other events and get to know you better. 
             The rest of the night was a festive kung pao 
chicken blur. There was much talk of books (which al-
ways leaves me feeling warm and fuzzy…) and black 
and white horror movies with leeches in the living 
room where Chaz at one point joined in to discuss 
Highlander I, II and III and for some reason, Whoopi 
Goldberg and animatronics dinosaurs. There was a 
long palaver held in the back yard sponsoring the only 
two smokers in the whole bunch (Ron and myself)… 
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One of many ghosts with names of those who 
wished to attend but couldn’t. 

Ron Bushyager as the hideous and menacing cereal 
killer! Aieeeee! 
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And we happily digressed to talk of 
GURPS, Macho Women with Guns, Boot 
Hill – and many other gaming systems and 
out intense dislike of Power Gamers.  
             David Gordon came tearing out 
into the backyard at some point during a 
discussion of Excommunication from the 
Catholic Church and Ebay. David, is clas-
sic form, began to take pictures before 
saying hello. We were all happy to have 
you there to help commemorate the event, 
David… 
             We soon digressed to the movie 
trivia games that were projected onto the 
wall (thanks to our AV hook-up, Carol) and 
Cold Stone ice cream. We all admitted, 
much to our chagrin, that we watch too 
much TV, know entirely too many Simpson 
characters and we're not even a little em-
barrassed by that fact.  I made my exit 
at11: 30 PM. I was enjoying myself to no 
end and had completely forgotten that I 
had to drive to Orange County, Califor-
nia… And so ended my first official 
"Event" in Fandom.  
             I hope to see you all soon – if not, 
there's always next year. And you should 
see the evil little gleam in Mindy, James 
and Carol's eyes when they think about it.  

Our gracious host, James Willy, not only for our Halloween events, 
but our movie and TV series viewings, and now game night as well!  

Arr! Thank ye matey! 

First, I realize that I may need to explain a few things.  
Number one:  Why is James’s house called Cooper-
ville?   Well, it started this way, when the VSFAns 
gathered at James Willey’s house for the first time, it 
was very obvious that his dog, a miniature Schnauzer 
named Cooper, ruled the roost.  Several names were 
floated for the house which, having several very large, 
mostly empty rooms, would obviously become a regu-
lar VSFA gathering spot.  Movie House?  Naw.  Party 
House?  Nope.  Cooperville?  Adopted on the spot! 
 
Number two:  Why did we create another movie event 
to watch old movies when there are so many new 
ones to see?  That’s because the other name for the 
event could also be:  The Re-education of James.  
Why?  Because the poor man was restricted to watch-
ing mostly chick flicks and other sappy stuff by the 
woman he had the misfortune to be married to [sorry 
James, but she sounds like a real skank-psycho].  SF 
and fantasy were strictly off-limits!  He hasn’t seen 
The Matrix, the LOTR series, The Sixth Sense, and 
the list goes on……and on!  [We talked about movies 
at the last Social, and the list is quite extensive.]  For-
tunately she is now completely out of the picture and 
his new VSFA friends are determined that he will be 
deprived no longer.   Besides, it’s the least we can do 
for him when he’s so very generously opened his 

home to us; not to mention the fact that he has the 
best set up for entertaining! 
 
Therefore, it was our duty to start movie viewings.  
Every month we’re going to hold two viewings:  First 
Friday Television Series and Second Sunday Movie 
Series.  There are so many worthy programs and 
movies that we couldn’t restrict ourselves to just one 
day of fun! 
 
On November 4th we gathered at James’s house and 
started watching the Farscape series.  The crowd was 
rather small as illness has recently thinned our ranks 
and kept good folks from having good fun.  We man-
aged to watch only the first two eps before all con-
cerned dropped from lack of energy (even those who 
attended were not feeling all that well). 
 
Things went better on the 13th when we gathered to 
watch the Matrix series.  We had such a good time 
hanging out, however, that we didn’t get around to be-
ginning the movie until somewhere around 5 p.m.  But 
hey, we’ll do what the gathering wants to do; we’re 
nothing if not flexible.   Because of the late start we 
ended up watching only the first installment (The Ma-
trix).  He’ll have to catch up on the rest on his own, but 
I think we can trust him to do that.  By the way, James, 
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we do owe you an apology for pulling a Mystery Sci-
ence Theatre on you!  We’ve all seen the movie soooo 
many times that we couldn’t resist!  On top of that I do 
hope that the murmuring from the Craft Corner wasn’t 
too bothersome.  The homemade baked goods were 
enjoyed by all.  The apple tart was especially good 
with vanilla ice cream from ColdStone.  Thanks, San-
dra, for buying enough for the Halloween party that 
we’ve had leftovers all this time! 
 
To sum up:  First Friday Television Series is currently 
showing the Farscape series, a critically-acclaimed 
series that lasted for four years on Sci-Fi Channel be-
fore they summarily pulled the plug.  The next viewing 
date will be December 2nd.  We’ll start with episode 
three and go from there.  The Friday viewings will start 
at 6 pm.  Keep in mind that’s just the assembly  time; 
what time we actually push “play” on the DVD player 
will depend on how much talking folks want to do be-
fore they settle down. 
 
The next Second Sunday Movie Series will be on De-
cember 11th.  It was obvious to us that Christmas 
needed to be the theme for the day, so we plan to 
show the following movies:  Nightmare Before Christ-
mas, The Grinch, and Santa Claus Conquers the Mar-
tians.  The Sunday gathering is slated to start at 12 
noon (because of the host’s need to rise early for work 
the next day). 
 
Other particulars you need to know:  The address is 
7279 Clearwater Circle (go west on Flamingo past 
Rainbow, turn left on Ravenwood, first right on Pleas-
ant View, first right on Windsong, first left on 

Clearwater).  If you’re not sure about directions from 
your area of town or have other questions, call me (the 
co-host) at 204-4332.  Basic snacks and drinks will be 
provided, but sharing is always fun, so bring your fa-
vorite movie-snacking-something to pass around.  And 
last, but not least, the event end time is flexible. 
 
Remember:  There is no spoon! 
 
Mindy Hutchings 
Movie Viewing Co-host 

The Cooper in Cooperville at the Halloween Party. 
He really does act like he owns the place! And 
who’s gonna argue with him? 

 

November  
 

20th, Sunday; meet at 10:45am – Harry Potter VSFA/SNAFFU Movie Outing at the Orleans.  
 

20th, Sunday; 2pm – Sunday Social at the Blue Ox Tavern on Sahara. 
 

December  
 

2nd, Friday; 6pm – First Friday TV Series Viewing “Farscape” at Cooperville 
 

3rd, Saturday, 4pm – Dinner & a Movie w/VSFA “ Aeon Flux 
 

10th, Saturday; Time TBA – United Las Vegas Fandom Christmas Party at the Daugherty’s. 
 

11th, Sunday; 12pm – Second Sunday Movie Series “Nightmare Before Christmas“, “The 
Grinch“, and “Santa Claus Conquers the Martians“. 
 

18th, Sunday; 2pm – Sunday Social at the Blue Ox Tavern on Sahara. 
 

Narnia Movie outing will be planned, as well as other movie outings (like King Kong).  
Check our yahoogroup and/or calendar (at www.vsfa.us) for updates! 
As the holiday calendar can get quite full, changes  to the calendar can be made!  
Give us a holler and we’ll do a bit if rescheduling . ^-^  
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Bruce Gillespie 
             I've copied into my main files VSFA Valley 
Voyager 4 and downloaded 3 so far. I have slow 
download, so it takes a while. 
             Please keep me on your mailing list. I'll get 
back to you when I've had time to read the latest is-
sue. 
[Though this technically isn’t an LoC, I did mean to 
print it last issue to publicly send you my thanks for 
reading!] 
 
Lloyd Penney 
             I have managed to let two V3s pile up here, 
the special issue A, and Volume 1, No. 5 of the regu-
lar issues. Let’s loc them both, and save an e-stamp. 
             A…Hope the Hallowe’en party was fun. Yes, it 
is all about the food; sometimes, it’s the most social 
thing we can do, share food, or in this case, share a 
whole table of it. On the evening of October 31, I saw 
some strange clothes some people may have called 
costumes, but the best one I saw was Harley Quinn 
from the Batman animateds. It looked well done, too, 
and the young lady wearing the costume was right in 
character, Noo Yawk accent and everything. I heard 
about your pumpkin carving. I hope someone remem-
bered the Calvin & Hobbes strip about carving a 
pumpkin…”Okay, Jack, it’s time for your lobotomy!” 
             Many years ago, Toronto fandom had what we 
called a D&M, or dinner and a movie. Back them, 
movies were cheap, and one local fan’s family owned 
a Chinese restaurant. So, the whole evening cost 
around $5; a little pricey back then, too. Today, a 
movie is around $12 in Toronto, and dinner can cost 
the same and more. We have enough trouble getting 
people to the two pubnights we have now; many peo-
ple still make the assumption that if they go to a bar, 
they’ll have to *gasp* drink! I tell them no, but some-
how, a bar is immoral… 
             V1#5…Hey, we’re in the Merriam-Webster! I 
should check to see if we’re also in the Oxford. Look 
that up in your Funk & Wagnall’s…if you know where 
that line comes from, yes, you’re old… 
[Well, I don’t get the reference, but I did take a look at 
the Oxford website. On www.askoxford.com, they did 
not mention us in their definition of “fan” but they did 
have a definition for “fanzine”! (We’re still not men-
tioned specifically though.) And, on www.oed.com 
they have an article called “'Where in the multi-
verse...?': researching the vocabulary of science fic-
tion for the OED.” The direct url for that article is:  
http://www.oed.com/newsletters/2004-03/scifi.html.] 
             One of the greatest things a club can have 
these days…new members. I hope they have a great 
time, and I hope they take part in everything they can 
get into. It’s the only way to get the most out of your 
membership. 
             I have read that part of the genetic code is 

about how the body ages, whether it ages rapidly or 
slowly. That gene is literally the fountain of youth in 
that it may be possible to turn that gene off, and not 
age. It does sound like we may be moving into the 
Age of Eugenics (and how many science fictional wars 
were fought over that topic, hm?), and with the right 
genetic tweaking, you may always be slim, healthy, 
strong and tall. And, as Dick says, you may live virtu-
ally forever. The genetic coding, plus nanobot technol-
ogy, will make us all live enormous lifetimes…but, with 
the limited resources of the Earth, who will live and 
who will die? Will an eternal life be worth living? Will 
you have to live hundreds of years to afford to retire? 
How long with your retirement funds last? Will retire-
ment age be pegged at 165? Such a boon to humanity 
will bring up questions we may not be able to answer. 
[Oh, good questions! It’ll be interesting to see how we 
answer them.] 
             The Secret Fan Exchange…you can tell me, I 
can keep a secret…who are you getting in exchange 
for Joshua? Doesn’t have anything to do with draft 
picks, does it? I’ve heard that he will soon be on his 
way to Winnipeg, and I’ve also heard he may be stay-
ing. What’s the deal, does anyone know? 
[Haha! And no, we don’t know what the deal is with 
Joshua. He hasn’t been keeping in contact with us. 
He’s off to visit his grandmother, and may be returning 
to live with his parents (which won’t be pleasant for 
him since they don’t even know he’s gay), or to go on 
to Canada. Knowing Joshua, he’ll likely take what he 
perceives as the easy route.] 
             Off it goes into the ether, and I’ll keep an eye 
out for more issues. Take care all, and keep on having 
fun. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

             Recently someone mentioned to me not 
knowing what to write for event reports (guess that 
sounds too much like school) and such. Just write the 
way you talk! That’s the easiest way to do it. Don’t 
worry, I don’t bite. ^-^ 
             See ya next time yo! 
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